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Are Children better off fatherless?
Introduction
Michele Weldon’s article “When Children Are Better off Fatherless” presents a compelling case of why children will still live, thrive, and succeed even without fathers. Weldon (1) introduces the argument with a sympathetic and motivational remark that 24 million fatherless children present in the United States are not doomed. The author continues to presents findings from Psychologists who hold the idea that prioritizing paternal involvement as a desirable goal is a misguided fact. In a concluding tone, the writer goes on to present examples of children from single families who rose to the height of political and economic leadership further supporting the idea that children without father could still succeed better in life than their counterpart raised by both parents. While her argument may be true, this essay seeks to presents the alternative view of valuable role of fathers as a role model, emotional and financial support as well as valuable care in guiding the boy child.
Success is all around
Although the writer does seem to suggest that children raised by the mother too thrive and succeeds well like in case of Obama and Clinton, it is important to consider what success means in general. While one would not underestimate the valuable success such men have made, it prudent to point out that success is an all-around affair of physical, emotional and spiritual dimension. For a child to attain such a success, the input of both the mother and the father is important. Single parenting does not present such an opportunity. In fact, studies have demonstrated that children from single families are more likely to develop emotional problems due to lack of economic security and adequate time with their parent.
The Value of a Father
Weldon seems to suggest that children raised by their mother may actually perform or are far much better compared to those in an abusive marriage (Weldon 1). While this statement may have some truth, it is extremely important to emphasize the valuable lesson a young man learns from his father to become a man. While this assertion doesn't mean boys raised by single mother may not be man enough, psychologist affirms that men have an intangible role in impacting their sons to being responsible and men of authority.
Emotional and Financial Support
[bookmark: _GoBack]Essentially, children raised by both a father and mother get more emotional and financial support needed to progress in life. While this support is not always guaranteed, children who receive this unconditional support exhibits some sense of self-confidence and an elevated self-esteem (Zalewski 557). As a result, the child grows and approaches any challenge in life with confidence and often succeeds more often compared to those from single parenting (Howell 1). In addition to this emotional support, children raised by two parents may but not always be a better receiving financial and health support.
Conclusion
While this essay does not try to underestimate the value and input single mothers put in raising their children, it's blatantly irrational for a writer to suggest and offer maternal parenting as the best alternative to having both parents raise their child. There are obviously more advantages of having a child raised by both parents compared to just a single one. However, it is important to offer a solid support and a strong motivation to mothers who single-handedly raise their children to unimaginable heights. 
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